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" suggestion of others; yet if that part of the Council
" who were convinced of the guilt of Mr. Hastings had
" made a representation to the judges, that there were
"probable grounds for the accusation, and shown those
"grounds; if they had stated (as well they might, if the
"notoriety was as the charge represents) that there was
"just reason to believe 'that the prosecution was at the
"' instigation of Mr. Hastings or his partisans, with a
"' view to screen him, and not for the sake of procuring
" 'justice against the convict;' there can be no doubt
"but the judges would have respited the criminal, even
(' though there might not have been evidence sufficient
" to convince them. They would have transmitted to
" his Majesty the representations of the Council as the
, " cause for the respite, and left it to him to judge of the
ee validity of their reasons. If the judges had not yielded
"to that representation, they would indeed have in-
"curred great responsibility; if the gentlemen of the
" Council so thought, it would have been justice to the
" criminal, it would have been justice to the Court, and a
" duty they owed to the public, to have made that appli-
" cation. But what their real opinion was, will appear
" hereafter by their public and solemn acts. Consistent
" with that opinion they could not have made such a
" representation."

A full explanation of this will be found in the next
chapter.

I have now gone through in the most minute detail
every part of the story of Nuncomar, with the exception
of a single detached incident in the case, which for the
sake of its curiosity I shall describe in the next chapter,
but it does not directly bear on the conclusions at which I
have arrived, which I may now in a very few words sum up.
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